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BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS 
 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
4:30 p.m. 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Pickens County Administrative Building Conference Room 

 
Opening: 
Chairperson Kaye called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Cary Kaye  Dr. Charles Titus 
Amanda Bauknight Dr. James “Jim” Schmutz Ross Whitley 
Robert Moody Dr. Amy Sams  
   
   
 

1. Approval of Minutes from previous meetings were discussed. 
a. Minutes from Board meeting on February 3, 2026 were reviewed by Board. Allen-

Bailey made motion to accept and Moody seconded. Unanimous in favor of accepting 
minutes with Bauknight abstaining due to not being in attendance at the Feb. 3, 2026 
meeting. 
 

2. Time available for public comment 
a. Two comments from the public. 
b. One notable comment: one public member spoke highly of Dr. Sams and the VR&E 

office for their hard work and attention to detail during candidate filing.   
 

3. Directors Report: Dr. Sams discussed:  
a. Conway Belangia being recommended as Executive Director for the state election 

commission   
b. Reappointments of Board members 
c. 2026 early voting 

i. legal holidays and how they will impact early voting 
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ii. Early voting centers for 2026 elections 
d. Poll Worker Trainings 
e. Partnership with Clemson University and potential for internships 
f. SEC Trainings related to risk limiting audits, Staff workshops, and Board member 

training 
g. Board Member Absences and election night signup sheets  
h. Potential launch of social media for the VR&E office  
i. U.S. Election Assistance Commission Learning Lab Courses. 
j. 18 people signed up as candidates for office in 2026 elections 

   
4. Board Correspondence was discussed and no changes were needed for our May meeting. 

 
5. Old Business   

a. There was no old business discussed at this meeting. 
 

b. New Business 
a. There was no new business.       

 
6. Adjournment: Motion by Moody to adjourn and Allen-Bailey seconded.  All voted in favor.    
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