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BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS 
Regular Election Board Meeting 

February 29, 2024 Minutes 
11:46am 

Present: 
Cary Kaye 
Amanda Bauknight 
Cheryl Bailey 
Ethan Cashwell 
Jim Schmutz 
Robert Moody 
Luke Campbell 
Charles Titus via Zoom 
 
Opening—11:46 a.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Agenda 

1. Approval of Canvass Minutes from February 8, 2024, and Regular Minutes from January 9, 2024: motion 
to approve by Moody; seconded by Bailey; All in favor. 

2. Time available for public comment 
a. Kevin Keller, President of the Pumpkintown Republican Party: submitted a letter to Dr. Sams and 

the Board regarding the required changes of polling locations for the Republican PPP in February 
that caused confusion among voters. 

b. Cindy Howard, citizen, volunteered at a polling location from 9:00am to 3:00pm to direct voters to 
their temporary polling place. She suggested to Dr. Sams and the Board that a postcard be 
mailed out the next time to inform voters of temporary moves. 

3. Executive Director’s Report 
a. Review of state statute  7-11-20 B(2) requiring cost –saving measures during Presidential 

Preference Primaries, including combining polling locations 

b. Plan to operate 56 locations in June and November; on Election Day, VR & E office is for name & 

address changes only (state law).  

c. Only a court order can extend hours of a polling location beyond 7 p.m. 

d. For Early Voting – legislation is being proposed to keep polling places open until 7:00pm on 

municipal elections. 
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e. EverGreen – job/staff compensation study completed – This is a county-wide study of job 

classifications and salaries/wages. Dr. Sams will give us a status report at the next meeting.  

 Board member Campbell raised the idea to write the county council a letter regarding the 

salary of staff at the Elections office; they have been without an increase since 2021. 

f. Review of the 2025 Voter Registration & Election Requested Budget as provided to County 

Finance Director and County Administrator in January 2024 

4. New Business:  

a. Establish Canvass & Certification date and time for July 30th Six Mile Special Election August 1st 

Canvass & Regular meetings @ 4:30pm for the July 30th Six Mile meeting 

 Schmutz made the motion to hold the Canvass Meeting at 4:30 p.m. on August 1st and to 

move the August 6th Regular Meeting to August 1st immediately following the 

Canvassers Meeting. Moody seconded. All in favor.  

b. Unannounced visits to polling locations by State Election Commission Audit Division staff 

 Bauknight discussed the unannounced visitors from the SEC Audit Department who 

came into polling places as observers without identifying their official titles or indicating 

they were conducting an audit. 

 Auditors were looking for seals on scanners and the absentee ballot; findings of auditors 

for all counties are posted on SCVotes.gov. 

 Ethan Cashwell has resigned from the Board of Election & Registration. Board wished 

him well and thanked him for his service to the Board and Pickens County voters.  

5. Adjournment: motion to adjourn by Bailey; seconded by Schmutz; all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 1:14 

p.m. 

 
 
Next Board of Canvassers Meeting: Wednesday, March 06, 2024 
Next Regular Board Meeting: Tuesday, April 02, 2024 
 
 


